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superior linguistic skill. Such skill can however be easily
acquired. Literacy in English has continually expanded
in the course of the last century and led to an inordinate
expansion of the middle classes. Some of the consequences
of this disproportion of the middle classes are discussed
later. One unwelcome feature however deserves special
notice. The expansion of the middle classes meant more
competitors for a limited number of jobs. Jobs could
not keep pace with the increase in the numbers of the
lettered. A good deal of the communal, provincial and
linguistic jealousies in contemporary India may be traced
to this disparity between the numbers of the literate and
the avenues of livelihood open to them.

Of even greater danger in the long run is the weaning
away of the literate classes from the culture of the country.
Literacy generally leads to urbanisation and urbanisation
means a break with the past. The rural peasantry and the
urban intelligentsia tend to drift further from one another.
Free flow between town and country has been disturbed.
Today there is one way traffic leading to impoverishment
of the village and no corresponding enrichment of the town.
Loss of contact is leading to loss of communication. The
unlettered villager and the lettered townsman hardly speak
the same language today.

The new literates no longer derive their strength from
the age-long traditions of the land. Their outlook is Western
or more frequently pseudo-Western, Cut off from their
moorings, they are unstable, loud and factional A deep
sense of community has in the past characterised Indian
life. This explains in part how India weathered so many
natural and human storms. The rural masses, especially
the peasantry, exhibit today something of that sense of
community life. They are unlettered, ignorant and super-
stitious, but their very immobility has in it an element
of granite strength. Such qualities make for endurance
but not for progress.